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EDITORIAL. .

Opportunitiesabound
forurbanintellectual
Ourstand:Take a look at downtown

for ways to be happier,more aware

T he downtown worker went to hear
. an urban expert: Nan Ellin, an as-

sociate professor in the Arizona
State University ' School of Architecture
and Environmental Design and an ac::-
complished scholar in urban form.

She spoke in general themes and of-
fered specific, vivid examples.

"We need more people downtown 24
hours a day, seven days a week," she told
the group, which had gathered at the
ASU Downtown Center campus. "More
housing downtown would not only in-
crease the amount of people walking
downtown, it would also decrease the
number of workers who commute."

Ellin talked of building links connect-
ing distinct places important to city life.
She explained how different elements of
the city can coexist side by side, adding
to the richness of life. Visit Piestewa
Peak, she advised. Thke in the different
elements: The desert vegetation, the dry
washes meandering to the lush Biltmore
area; downtown high-rises in the dis- .

tance, with South Mountain and the blue
sky.in the background.

An impressive image, the office
worker agreed.

How lucky he was to hear the profes-
sor's talk.

But there's a larger truth too: How
much ASU's extended campus has added
to the cultural, intellectUal and social life
of the city.

Practically every week of the summer,
there's a brown bag lunch lecture or a
panel discussion. Oh, 'some of the topics
are,a bit highbrow. Yet much of the sum-
mer program involves practical stuff for
busy workers: "Secrets of Successful Or-
ganizing" and ''The Importance of Per-
sonal Skills m Career Success." .

Clearly, the ASU campus in the Mer-
cado, at Fifth and. Monroe streets, has
brought intellectUal stimulaQon and en-
ergy to daily life in our'city's downtown.

But so has the Phoenix Public Library,
which similarly offers occasionallec-
tures, art exhibits and Thursday "lunch
talks," often celebrating the diverse cul- '

tures that make up our city. These nor-
mally attract decent audiences, but most
of us overlook them in our daily work-
day and commuter rush.

As ASU's commitment extends beyond
Tempe, to ASU West and to downtown,
these community-minded events will
arise even more.

We will all be richer, happier and more
aware.
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