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The Department of City and Metropolitan Planning (CaMP) at the University of 

Utah has grown from one faculty member in 2004 to 10 today. During this brief 

period, the professional Masters degree was accredited by the Planning Accredi-

tation Board (PAB), a new PhD Program was instituted  which currently has 12 

students, a Metropolitan Research Center was created and already has an out-

standing track record (see article on page 5), and the number of students has 

grown more than 6-fold. This ef,orescence of the Planning Department has oc-

curred thanks to the vision and dedication of Dean Brenda Scheer. 

Much has happened in just this past year. The Department welcomed 3 new fac-

ulty members—Li Yin, Michael Larice, and Bruce Appleyard (see page 4)—

revamped the undergraduate curriculum to focus on Urban Ecology, and part-

nered with the School of Architecture to offer an Urban Design graduate certi4-

cate. We also became the university home for the Center for the Living City, 

which extends the work of Jane Jacobs through publications and events includ-

ing the annual Jane’s Walks, last year holding 67 events in 32 cities across the U.S. 

We were especially proud to partner with Salt Lake City Mayor Ralph Becker on 

the 4rst Annual Mayor’s Symposium that focused on the Jordan River (see http://

www.plan.utah.edu/research-projects/mayors-symposium) last February. At this 

event, which was free and open to the public, experts from the region and be-

yond encouraged over 200 attendees to more fully leverage this tremendous 

asset in our midst. Our Westside Studio accepted this challenge and students 

from Architecture as well as Planning partnered with the Westside Leadership 

Institute, Neighborworks Salt Lake, and University Neighborhood Partners. Our 
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students presented their impressive work in a publication and a presentation at 

the Sorensen Cultural Center (see http://www.plan.utah.edu/research-projects/

westside-studio/westside-studio-archive). The second Annual Mayor’s Symposi-

um will take place February 17, 2012, this year focusing on the Granary District. 

Once again, local and national speakers will address the topic and several plan-

ning classes are turning their sights to this district.  

Also this past year, we initiated the Salt Lake City Workshop, bringing together 

students from the University of Utah with community partners to envision best 

possibilities and work toward realizing these visions. Students in the Workshop - 

from the 4elds of planning, architecture, environmental studies, sociology, 4lm, 

and others - collaboratively imagine ways to improve quality of life in SLC by en-

hancing quality of place. The Workshop also serves as a repository of plans and 

visions for SLC over time as well as a dynamic and ongoing portal for university-

neighborhood partnerships that develop and implement new visions into the 

future (http://slcworkshop.com). The inaugural SLC Workshop introduced the 

Nine Line, an east-west connector along 900 South converting the abandoned 

rail into a trail linked to a bike lane (see http://slcworkshop.com/projects/

nine_line/nine_line.html). The Nine Line is currently being implemented by the 

City of Salt Lake.  

The Utah Planning Students Organization held a very successful student confer-

ence attended by over 80 students from around the state. Our students are also 

grateful for several new scholarships and fellowships including the Women in 

Transportation Scholarship, the Nelson-Ewing Scholarship, and a PhD Fellowship 

in Ecological Planning.  

Over the past year, our faculty have received many prestigious accolades and 

grants, published numerous books and articles, and delivered invited lectures in 

China (2), Brazil (2), Austria (2), Germany (2), Canada (2), Japan, Australia, Korea, 

Mexico, and India. During our travels, we raise awareness of what is occurring 

here in Utah while also learning and bringing back important lessons from else-

where. In addition to our full-time faculty, we are privileged to have an outstand-

ing group of auxiliary faculty who add tremendous value to our teaching capaci-

ty.  

This month, we are pleased to have the opportunity to host hundreds of plan-

ning academics from across the country to Salt Lake City for the 52nd Annual 

ACSP Conference. The theme we proposed for this conference is Envision! and 

we look forward to a lively discussion about how planning can play a more sig-

ni4cant role in inspiring, inciting, and instructing the positive transformation of 

towns, cities, regions, and communities.  

Into the future, the Department of City and Metropolitan Planning will continue 

to build upon our current strengths in Quality Growth, Urban Ecology, and Place-

making and Community-Building. We will also continue to strengthen bridges 

with the School of Architecture, other departments around the university, the 

professional community, the larger community, and our colleagues around the 

globe. 
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